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AIICTPAKT

IleaTa Ha oBa HCTpa)KyBame € Ja ce HpMKaXke yaorata Ha JellaTa BO OOpeAHUTe
Ipolecuy 3a BpeMe Ha IIpa3HyBameTO Ha HpasHUKOT Pyanepsia xaj Crapurte I'pum n
KO/eJapCcKMOT oOMyaj BO MaKeJOHCKaTa HapoaHa Tpaaunuja. VinTennujaTa e ga ce yrspaat
HUBHUTE CAUMYHOCTY, Pa3AMKI AU COOABETCTBYBarba BO OAHOC Ha BpeMeTO Ha IIpa3HyBalbe,
OoApeJeHuTe eaeMeHTH 04 oOpeAHUTe AejcTBa, MOTUBOT I 1leATa BO U3Bea0aTa Ha oOpeauTe.
M mokpaj ogpeseHM pasAuMKu IIpM MCIOA3yBamaTa Ha OOpeJHUTe JejcTBa 3a BpeMe Ha
Ipa3HyBamara, 3aejHIMYKaTa HUIIIKa KOja ce IMPOTKajyBa 1 BO oOeTe HApOAHU TpaAUIINU I'A
IpUKakKyBa TeHJEHIIMNTe Ha HapOJHUTe BepyBamba 3a oDesbelyBambe 34paBje, cpeka U
©aarococrojba Ha IIOCeTeHUTe AOMOBM O/ CTpaHa Ha JeljaTa 3a BpeMe Ha OBMe IPa3HUIU U
ycIIlellieH 1 OoraT pog Ha 3eMjoAeACKITe KyATypH BO IIpeTcTojHaTa roguHa. Vako Hamecra ce
3abeaexxyBaaT oOJpeseHN aICTMHEHIIMM Ha JAeA OJ o0uMdyauTe MAM IIaK MCTUTE Ce
BIUAOM3MEHETH COTAacHO AeHeIIHNTe MoJAepHM cdakKarba, HEOCIIOpPeH e KOHTMHYUTEeTOT Ha
y4ecTBOTO Ha JellaTa BO pUTyaJHWTe MPOLeCUMIM 3a BpeMe Ha IIpasHyBarbaTa Of
HajAaAe4HOTO MUHATO A0 AeHec.
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YBoa

Bo gpeBHuTe Bpemumba Kora o0pesoT umMaa QyHKIMja Ha YMH Ha paboTa, co3jaBame I
IIpecos3jaBarbe, CyIITHHATa Ha IPa3HMKOT BO HETOBUTEe IIPBUYHM, apXaWYHIU BapUjaHTH ce
TOAKyBaJla KaKO CBETO BpeMe KOra ce M3BpIyBasle cBeTu paboru. buaejkm mpasHUKOT
CeKOralll ce OABMBa BO M3BOPHO, CBETO BpeMe, CO BOBeAyBameTO Ha Toa BpeMe ce 3a0eleKyBa
pasanKa BO OAHeCyBambeTo Ha AyfeTo Ipej M I10 HPa3HUKOT. Vlako peAnrno3HmuoT YOBeK 3a
BpeMe Ha PeAUTVO3HUTE IPasHUIM CMMOOAMYKM I U3BeJyBa VICTUTE AejcTBa KaKO U BO
OOMYHMOT A€H, TOj BepyBa JeKa Ha CBETHUOT JeH, T. €. IPa3HMKOT, XKIBee BO APYTO BpeMe I
AeKa ycIeaa Aa To IpoHajae MUTCKOTO illud tempus, ona épeme, T. e. BpeMeTO Kora OO>KecTBaTa
ru cosgaae HemraTta (Eaujage 1986, 97-98). Peaurnosnure npasHysama kaj Crapute I'prin
AypU ce cMeTae 1 3a cAy>kOeHa 0OBpcKa, ITpM IITO OJ CeKOj rpafaHIH ce O4eKyBalo aa Ouae
11000KeH, Aa M ce MOAI Ha Oo>KecTBaTa U Aa UM IIpUHecyBa cBeTy XpTBU. besboxHocTa He
61maa pazdbupaHa caMo KaKo IpeB, TyKy CIIOpeJ, 3aKOHOT ce Ka3HyBada 1 co cMpT (MuTescku
2012, 42).

DakT e Jeka ATHMIbaHUTE BO CBOjOT peanrnoseH (pectmpaacky) KaaeHaap — kata theon
(kata Ocov) (Burkert 1985, 225) [1] He mpa3HyBaJe MCTM Ipa3HULIM U He IIPaKTUKyBale UCTU
oOyyan Kako OHIe KO Ce MCII0A3yBaaT BO MaKeJOHCKaTa HapoJdHa TpaAuIiuja, HO Cellak He
MOXe Ja Ce VMCKAY4M y4ecTBOTO Ha JellaTa BO oOeTe HapOAHU TPaAMIIUM BO PUTyalHNTE
IIpOIleCN 3a BpeMe Ha OAP>KyBarbeTo Ha O4peAeH! MPasHULIN O TOAUIITHIOT KaAeHAapCKU



nukayc. Kako nmpumMepnu kou BO rolema Mepa COOABETCTBYBaaT BO OAHOC Ha y4ecTBOTO Ha
JellaTa BO pUTyaAHUTe IIPOIeCUM, Ce M3ABOjyBaaT CTapOIpUYKMOT HpasHUK Pyanepsia og,
ATtnukmor peanrnoseH (¢ectmBaacKM) KaldeHAAPCKM LUKAYC ¥ KOJAeJapCKUOT 00umdaj
JICIIOA3YBaH 3a BpeMe Ha IIpa3HyBameTO Ha MaKe4OHCKIOT HapoeH npasHuk Koaeae.

HapaAEAHM TOAKYyBaiba Ha A€TCKUTE O6p€AHM nmponecnm BO
CTapOrpyYKMOT Ipa3HuK Pyanepsia i BO MaKe JOHCKMOT HapOJAeH
npasHuk Koaede

YuecTBOTO Ha AenlaTa BO puTyaaHu nponecun Kaj Crapure I'pun ce 3abeaexxysa 3a Bpeme
Ha IIpa3HyBameTo Ha NpasHukoT Pyanepsia (Parke 1977, 75), [2] Koj ce npa3HyBaa Ha 7-MOT
AeH oga Mecenot Pyanepsion (Paaceajep 2002, 213), [3] mpsmoT Mecell 04 €eCEeHCKUOT
Ipa3HUYeH IJMKAYC MAM YeTBPTUOT Mecel] BO I'OAMIIHMOT aTMYKU KadeHAApCKU ITMKAYC.
buaejku 0BOj Mecelr cOraacHO jyAujaHCKMOT KaJeHAap COOABETCTBYBaA CO MeCeLuTe
celTeMBpPH / OKTOMBPM, OBOj IIpa3HMK ce IIpa3HyBaa BO BpeMe Ha JOlIHa eceHcKa OepOa Ha
OBOIlllje, ITa OTTaMy lleATa Ha MCIIOA3yBameTo Ha ApeBHIUTe 00peAHN JAejcTba O1aa OapameTo
0aarocaos 3a ecenckure rocesu (Parke 1977, 75).

Kapaxrepuctuden HacTan Ipu ODpa3HyBameTO Ha OBOj MPa3HUK e IIpoliecujara BO Koja
ydecTByBaZe Jella Ha Kou obaTa poanrean um omae xxusu (Pais Amphithales) (Simon 1983,
76). Adenjata Bo parere Hoceae Eiresione, MacAMHOBU I'paH4YMIba Bp3aHM CO BOAHa (eiros) U
CBETU AaBOPOBU TI'paHUMIba ITOCBeTeHM Ha ArmoaoH. ['paHunmmbaTta Omae goarum 2-3 meau u
AexopupaHmu co pasHu mpoussogu (Simon 1983, 76): osomije, ae6, mea, macao (Ilayrapx,
Kusomom na Tecej, 22) m ApyTu pasHU IpeaMeTH KO cuMOoAmsupasle IMAOJHOCT: Xappu
(Ayes 2009, 45), [4] wamm wm rpanku og BuHOBa a03a (®aaceajep 2002, 56, 214).
Hajnpeniusunotr onuc Ha oOpeaHNUTe IpeAMeTH KOU OMAe 3aKaueHM Ha TpaHuYMibaTa e AaJeH
BO OoOpeaHaTa IlecHa 3abOeaexkaHa Kaj Ilayrapx: ,Ha rpankara BucaT cMOKBU, CBeXKO IleueH
1e0, TMOAHO KaHuYe CJAajoK MeJd, caj CO HajaoOpo Macao M Iexap YMUCTO BMHO 3a
3aKpeIHyBaibe 1 COH”, Koja JeljaTa ja Ileele BO oOpedHaTa IIpoliecuja go4eKa ce ABIKede 0/
KyKa 40 KkyKa (Ilayrapx, >Kusomom na Tecej, 22). Jeuata BO 0OOpeAHMUTe IpOLIECUN
3acTaHyBaJe Kaj KyKuUTe U AOKOJAKY AOMaKMHHUTEe MM IoJapele HeIlTo, Te 3a BO3BpaT I'M
AapyBaje cO MacAMHOBO TpaHue U roguiieH 6aarocaos. [lotoa gomakuHute 1o 3akadysase
MacAMHOBOTO I'paHUe Ha TOPHUOT JAeA O/ BAe3HaTa BpaTa, Kako IIITO BIIPOYeM ce 3aKauyBale
Ha CUTe BpaTu OJ Kade IIOMMHYyBaJa IIpoIjecujaTta, ce AO CBETMANINTETO Ha ATMOAOH.
3HauemeTo 1 BAMjaHUeTO Ha OOpeJHIUTe 4ejCTBa O/ OBOj IIPa3HIK Hajao00po ce 3a0eaeKyBaar
BO IIOCTAIIKUTe Ha AoMaKuHure. VIMeHO, 40KOAKy ce caydeao JeljaTa ga He IIOMMHAT Kpaj
HIUBHaTa KyKa, THe caMI CI IIpaBede MaCAMHOBU I'paH4YMIba U I 3aKayyBale Ha BpaTUTe, CO
IIITO Cce CTeKHyBaJe co roauiiieH 6aarocaos (Parke 1977, 76).

KoMOnHmMpameTo Ha 1oseke 3eMjoaeACKM KyATypH KaKo B/ Ha CBeTU XPTBU M HUBHaTa
rnogeaba co BepHUIIUTe M OoOXKecTBaTa, CIIOpeJ CTapOTpPYKUTe HapOAHM BepyBarmba ja
cuMmOoanaupa MoabaTa Ha ydeCHMUIIUTe BO OOpegHUTe JejcTBa 3a IIOTOAeMO 3Jpasje U
6aarococtojba Ha AOMaKMHMTE U 4YA€HOBUTE Ha HUBHUTE CeMejCTBA, KaKO M IIOrolema
I110A0POAHOCT Ha 3eMjaTa 1 01aroc10B 3a eCeHCKITe I1I0CeBU BO IIPeTCTOjHaTa ToAMHa.

KapakrepucTnyHnor HacTaH Ha Mpa3HMKOT Pyanepsia, mcrioasysaH IIpeKy oOpeaHa
Ipoliecuja BO KOja yuyecTByBaJde Aella, ojdede 04 KyKa 40 KyKa, Ileede oOpeAH! IIeCHU U TU
OaarocaoByBade JOMaKMHHUTe, COrdacHO OOpesHHUTe eJeMeHTUM BO ToJeMa Mepa
COOABETCTBYBa CO KOJeJapCKMOT oOMyaj MCII0A3yBaH 3a BpeMe Ha IIpa3HyBambeTO Ha
MaKeJOHCKIOT HapogeH IlpasHuK Koaege KOj ce mpakTuKyBa 3a BpeMe Ha OOXMKHUTe



npasHuny. Victo kako M BO MMHATOTO, Taka M JeHec, BO celaTa U TpaJOBUTe OJ CUTe
Kpanirta Hu3 MakegoHmjaHa AeHOT mpeg boxuk, Ha 6. I. / 24. XII., ce mpa3HyBa eaeH 04,
HajOoraTuTe IpasHMUIIM CO OOMYaM, Kaj HapoJOT A0 NJAaaHe mosHaT Kako Koaege, a og
nonsdagHe Ao caeaHuotr JAeH baguuk (bomes 2009, 6). Ha wmakegoHckaTa TIouBa
KapakTepuCTUYHO 3a IpasHukoT Koaege ce obpesHNTe MOBOPKM COCTaBeHM O/, IOTOAeMU
1AM TIOMaAM TPYHU Jella, T. H. KoAeJapy, KOU OIIpeMeHM CO KOoAeAapcKy CTallduiba UM CO
TOpOMYKa IIPeKy paMO BO paHUTe YTPMHCKIU 4acOBU OJaT 04 KyKa 40 KyKa U I1eaT oOpeaHI
IleCH 1AM camMoO u3BuKysaaT ,Koaede, Koaede”. Ha aomakmHmuTe MM IOcakyBaaT 3Apasje,
cpeka 1 OepukeT, a THe 3a BO3BpaT Il JapyBaaT CO IIapy, OpeBH, KOCTeHM, IIOPTOKaAl,
jaboaka, BO MOHOBO BpeMe OoHOOHN 1 Ap. (MaanHoB 2006, 82-83). Jo cpeaunara Ha XX Bek
BO HeKou npegean oa MakegoHMja, KaKo KoAelapy ogele UANM CaMO MOMYMIba, MAU CaMO
Aesojuntba (Maamnos 2006, 84). Jenec mMOBOpKMTe 4ecTO ce BO MeIIaH COCTaB, I1aBHO
COCTaBeHN O/ Aella BO Ipedy4unAniinfa u yananiinHa sospact (Kosauesa, boresa 2014, 182).

IIpsuuno, npasHukor Koaege ce mospsysaa co Bpakamero Ha COHIIETO 04 jy>KHUTe
HaIllOpeJHNUIY, CO INTO oOpejHaTa CMMOOAMKAa Ha HETOBOTO 4YeCTBYBame yIaTyBaJa Ha
pafameTo Ha HoBoTO COHIle 1 3HaueA0 pafame 1Ay OOHOBa Ha >XMBOTOT. [logo11Ha 0BOj AeH,
XpucrujaHckara IIpKBa ro mosp3ada co XpUCTOBOTO parfame, I1a OTTaMy M cuMOoAMKaTa Ha
xkoaegapckute mecHu (bomes 2009, 6). [5] AJenec HajuecTo IeeHa mecHa 3a BpeMe Ha
KOAeaapcKnoT obudaj e ,Koaede, aede!”, xoja Hema pas3sBueHO MeaoAuja, TyKy Ha ITOYETOKOT
ce CKaHAVpa CO KapaKTepUCTMYHM WM3BMIIM, a Ha KpajoT ce HajaByBa JoalarbeTo Ha
HajroAeMMOT XPUCTUjaHCKM IIpa3HMK bBOXXMK, BO KOj ce IlpazHyBa XPUCTOBOTO pafame
(Kurescknu 1998, 31).

E. ABIYKOB, KaKO HajcTap MMIIAH M3BOP 3a 3MMCKUTe 001Jan, Mery KO ce CIIOMHYBa U
KOAeAapCKMOT, TO IIOCOYyBa enmncKoIoT Acrepuj og V Bek o4 ceBepHa Maaa Asuja, Koj HaBea
Aexa ocseH boxxuk, Mefy HapoAOT ce Mpa3HyBa yIIITe eJeH IIPa3HIUK 4ie IIOTeKA0 HIKOj He TO
3Hae, KOj He e XPUCTUjaHCKM M KOj IO HapeKoA HapoJeH Mpa3HMK (£0pTr) Tavonuov)
(Amnukos 1935-36, 222). Criopea Hero, Actepuj BO CBOUTe 3arucu ' OpaHeA MHTepecHTe Ha
OoraTuTe Ap>KaBHUILIM IIpeKy OIMCUTE Ha IpaACKMOT KUBOT, AOdeKa pypalHUTe CpeAVHU
oABaj ce gomnpeHn. lMaxko crnopes ABUYKOB IIOrAeA0T Ha AcTepyj BOOIIIITO He Ona
AeMOKpATCKM, cellak Jaa 3alliiCi 3a cTapuTe oOmdyay Kou BO Toj nepuod (V Bek) mefy
HapoJOT BeKe Ouae 3abopaBeHM U He urpade OUTHA yaora BO OPUIIMjaAHMOT IIOAUTEN3aM
Ha pacKOIIHNUTe CBeTUAMIITA, IPOLleCUM VM WUIPU KOM M300MAyBade CO ceTa yMeTHUYKa
yOaBMHa, CO INTO IO 3aryOmae CBOjOT BepCKM KapaKTep U CTaHade HapOAHU IIpasHUIIU
(KoBauesa 2012, 124).

Hapoanuor npasHuk Koj ce mpasHyBaa BO coctas Ha Hosoroaummnure npasHuny, mery
0aaKaHCKIUTe U MICTOYHOCAOBEHCKUTe HapoAM OMA IO3HAT IO TepMUHUTE: KAAL)bl, KoAede,
KaAavtat, colindele, ujedpusxu. Bo coraacHoct co 3anucute Ha Actepuj 4JajeHU 04 CTpaHa Ha
Amnukos (Amnukos 1935-36, 222), mpukakaH e oOM4YajoT BO KOj Jdella odele 04 KyKa A0
KyKa, mpocese co nodaaHmu IIeCHM KOM TIM Iieede co aom jam0O (ywAociaupoc), mm
1lo3/paByBale AOMaKMHUTe U MM IIpeTcKa’kyBade Oaarococrojoba BO HHuBHaTa pabora.
Kapakrepucruyna HmIka, criopes Hero, BO OBOj 0Opes e IIpeTcKaKyBaukaTa yJAora Ha
JellaTa y4deCHUIIM, KOM BO OOpeAHHUTe JejcTBa ja UIpaaT poJjaTa Ha HPOPOK, BO Koja
00peJHO-MarnuckoTo Ileeme IO IMoJdpa’kaBa HUBHUOT CTPydYeH 3aHaeT — IIPOPOIITBOTO
(Kosauesa 2012, 124).

Anukos (Amuaxkos 1935-36, 222-223) npeTniocTaByBa AeKa ITpKBaTa IIPBUYHO I'M TOHeAa
y4ecHUIIMTe KOM ja Urpase yAoraTta Ha IIpOpOIM BO IIPOPOUYKMUTe oOpeay, 3a MOJOIIHa Aa



3acTaHe BO HHUBHa o40paHa, IpM IITO CaMMOT OOmM4Yaj ce 34001A CO IIPKOBEH Kapakrep.
VImeHO, TOj BAKBOTO MHEHIe TO 00pa3A0KyBa co caKameTo Ha CaMOTO XPUCTUjaHCTBO, Koe
criope/ Hero He 01110 IIpeTCcTaByBaHO caMO O/ CTpaHa Ha opuIMjaaHaTa IIpKBa U IIPKOBHIUTE
OTIIM, TYKy U 04 HeoOpasyBaHUTe Kaaylfepu, KOU BO ToaeM Opoj ce ABuKeae Mely HapOAOT
II0 celaTa U IpaloOBUTe, OAHOCHO Mefy OoraTtmure M CUpPOMAIIHUTE, a BP3 KOM BCYIITHOCT
uMaze HajroaeMo Baujanne (Kosauesa 2012, 125).

IlocrojaT roaem Opoj sammcu 04 KOUM MOXKe ga ce 3a0eaeXy I[PKOBHMOT, IIOTOYHO
XPUCTUjaHCKMOT KapakTep Ha KOJAeAapcKMOT oOpeJeH KOMILAeKC, Ha IIp. MaJAOpPyCKUTe
KaAs0bl, UCIIOA3YBaHM OJ, YA€HOBU Ha T. H. 0pamcmeb, KOM CETO OHa IITO Ke ro codepeae
0/€jKI U IIeejKM IIeCHM 04 KyKa A0 KyKa I'o gaBa/e Ha IJpKBaTa, Koja II0TOa Io MICKOpUCTyBala
3a csouTe IOTpeOM, a Jerara I'M Japysada co Oaarocaos (Ammukos 1936, 223-225).
PomancknTe Koaegapcku oOpeau OnAe MCKAYYMBO CO IPKOBHa COAP>KMHA, a COUyBaHU ce U
pakonucu o4 edeH crapodpanuycku boxuk (Noel) oa XII Bek Koj, mcTo Taka, 0ma co
IleA0CHa IIpKOBHa codp>kuHa (Beceaosckuir 1883, 112-127, 224; Ilerposn 1871, 506-507;
Teodorescu 1879, 32-33, 37, 68, 94). [6] Bo XVI, XVII u XVIII Bex 3a BpeMe Ha
pedopmuparmeTo Ha IIpKBaTa I T. H. KaTOANYKa peakijyja, IipKBaTa [IOBTOPHO IIOYHaJa Aa TU
TOHM ¥ MCKOpeHyBa HapoJHHUTe oOmudyay, IITO A0BeAO A0 OABOjyBaibe Ha IIpKBaTa OJ
HapoaHuTe npasHuny (Amudakos 1935-36, 222-225).

3aKkay4JoK

ObpeaHara geTcka Ipoliecuja 3a BpeMe Ha IIpasHyBameTO Ha CTapOIpYKUOT ITPasHUKOT
Pyanepsia e Tunmdyen oOpejeH UMH KOj ce IpaKTHKyBaA 3a BpeMe Ha ITIOCeBUTe U AOIjHaTa
eceHcka OepOa Ha OBOIIje, INITO OJ XPOHOJAOIIKM acCIeKT BOOIIIITO He COOABETCTBYyBa CO
3MMCKIOT KOoAeJapcky obmdaj Bo MakegoHnja. Vlako AeTckuTe IIpoLiecuy XpOHOAOIIKU He
ce cosllafaat, cernak o0eTe ce CO MCT KapakKTep M M300uAyBaaT cO roieM Opoj 3aeAHUIKU
eJeMeHT! KOM jacHO ce 3abeleXyBaaT BO BIMAOT Ha y4eCHMIINTe BO 0OpesoT, KaKO U BO
HauMHOT U u3BejDaTa Ha OOpeAHUTE AejCTBa O/ CTpaHa Ha ydecHMIJUTe BO MCTHOT. Bo
rolemMa Mepa eBUAEHTHM Ce HMBHUTe IIOMCTOBeTyBarba BO 4e40T Ha OJeme Ha JellaTa BO
TPyIIN U TIOBOPKM, IIeemeTo IMeCHN 04, KyKa 40 KyKa CO IITO I D4arocAoByBade 40MaKHUTe,
KOM IIOTOa 3a BO3BpaT I'M aapysade. Il Bo obeTe HapoAHM TpasuLmy oOM4YamuTe MMaaT
Marmucku Kapakrep umja oopegHa cuMOO0AMKa € jacHO IpMKa’kaHa BO IIpollecunTe Ha JeljaTa,
MOMUNIba U A€BOjUNIba, Kaje IpH IToceTaTa Ha JOMOBUTe T 64arocAoByBale AOMaKMHIUTE U
1ocakyBade 3apasje, cpeka 1 04arococrojoa HUM ¥ Ha HMBHMTE CeMejCTBa BO IIpeTCTOjHaTa
ro/VHa, a 3a BO3BpaT O1ae gapyBaHI.

EBoaynmjaTta Ha HapogHUTe oOMYaM ce 3abeaexKyBa BO HUMBHaTa II0CAejHa, T. €. AeHellTHa
erarna. [Topaau ryGemero Ha CBOjOT cepuo3eH, MaruckKo-oOpeJeH U IIpaKTUYeH KapakTep,
HapoguTe oOmyam 1 oOpeayu cO TeKOT Ha BpeMeTo ce 3400MAe cO IIeroBUT KapakrTep, Ia
oTTaMy c40004HO OU MOKeae Ja Io HocaT Ha3uBOT AeKadeHTHM oopeau. Cemnak, HapOAHUTe
MpasHUIM 1 00MYay, KaKO HeM30CTaBeH Jea OJ, peAurujaTta, ce eAHU OJ MHAMKATOpuUTe Ha
eTHIYKMOT MAEHTUTET U Ce HajBUAAMBMOT M3pa3 Ha AyXOBHaTa M MaTepujaaHaTa HapoJHa
KyATypa, 04, Hajaaae4HOTO MMHATO A0 JeHec.
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yuecHHUIMTe BO OOpeaHMTe AgjCTBa, 3a IIOroAeMa IIA040POAHOCT Ha 3eMjaTa BO IIpeTCTOjHaTa
roauna. Parke (1977), 75.

[3] Mecerior e uMeHyBaH BO yecT Ha AIIOAOH, KOMy My Oua rocseteH mpasHukoT Pyanepsia. Criopeg
MUTOJOIIKNTe IIpejaHMja, CO IleAd Ja ce CIpedyu r1ajoT BO CBETOT, AIIOJOH MM IIPOpeKoA Ha
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Children’s ritual procession during the celebration of the ancient Greek feast Pyanepsia
was a typical religious ritual practiced during first-fruits and late autumn harvest. From a
chronological point of view, this ritual does not correspond with the winter ritual, Kolede, in
Macedonian folk tradition. Although these children's processions do not match
chronologically, both have the same character and clearly share a number of common
elements: the type of participants in the ritual, the method it is carried out, and the
participants' performance of ritual activities. The parallels are evident to a great extent in the
tradition of walking the children in groups, with processions singing songs from house to
house and blessing the hosts, who gave them various presents in return.

Both of these folk traditions possess a magical character, whose ritual symbolism is
clearly presented in the processions of children, both boys and girls; during a visit to homes,
the children pray for the health, happiness and well-being of the hosts, their families and the
home in the coming year and, in return, they are gifted with various food products.

The evolution of the folk customs can be observed in their final, contemporary, stage.
Due to the loss of their more serious, magical, ritual and practical character, folk customs
and rituals over time have acquired a humorous character; therefore, they could freely be
characterized as decadent rites. Still, national holidays and customs forming an integral part
of religion are clear indicators of ethnic identity; and they have been the most apparent
expression of spiritual and material folk culture, from the very distant past to the present.



