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ABSTRACT

The arguments for making the conjecture mpay uatawv ovoTactv on Aristotle's
definition of tragedy were corroborated by Mihail D. Petrusevski both by palae-
ographical analysis of the surviving manuscripts and copies of the Poetics and by
comprehensive semantical and textual analysis of Aristotle's theory of poetry. He
pointed out that in the Poetics the term kdOapotc is mentioned only once more other
than in the definition of tragedy. Whereas the term cvoTaoic and in particular the
phrase cvotaoic twv mpayudtwy is mentioned many times, the ‘composition of
events (acts)’ i.e. the plot being one of the main six elements of the tragedy.

The aim of this paper is to explore the overall use of the term cvoTacic in
Aristotle's works in comparison to its use in Plato's works in order to provide
linguistic data for reevaluation of the arguments provided by Petrusevski on one
hand and to deepen our understanding of the evolution of the meaning of this
term within the Greek language on the other.
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Lwkoatnc: "AAAx 10de Ye olpatl oe pavat av, detv mavta Adyov worep Cwov
OUVEOTAVXL OWUA TL EXOVTA AVTOV AVTOD, WOTE UITE AKEPAAOV EVAL UT|TE ATIOLY,
AAAQ péoa Te ExeV kKal akQa, Tpémovta dAANAoLC kal Tw 6Aw yeypauuéva.
Socrates: But I do think you will agree to this, that every discourse must be organ-
ised, like a living being, with a body of its own, as it were, so as not to be headless or
footless, but to have a middle and members, composed in fitting relation to each other
and to the whole.

Plato, Phaedrus 264¢c2-5
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Lowrpdtng: TL 0" el LogorAel ad mpooeAbwv kat Evountidn T Aéyor we émiotatal
TLEPL O ULK POV IPAYUATOG PHOELG T UNKELS TIOLEY KL TIEPL LLEYXAOV TTAVY OULKPAC,
dtav te POVANTALOIKTOAS, KAL TOUVAVTIOV oD QOBEQAS KAl ATTEANTIKAGS oa T XAA
TOLAVTA, KAL OWDATKWY AT TOAYWIIAS TOoiNoLV oletat TaadddvaL

Daidooc: Kat ovtotav, @ Zwkates, olpat katayeAwev el Ti¢ oletal Tpaywdicey dAAo
TLElvaL ) TV TOVTWY gVoTaoy Tpémovoay AAANA0LC Te Kal T@w OAw cvvieTapuévny.

Socrates: And what if someone should go to Sophocles or Euripides and should say
that he knew how to make very long speeches about a small matter, and very short ones
about a great affair, and pitiful utterances, if he wished, and again terrible and threat-
ening ones, and all that sort of thing, and that he thought by imparting those things
he could teach the art of writing tragedies?

Phaedrus: They also, I fancy, Socrates, would laugh at him, if he imagined that tragedy
was anything else than the proper combination of these details in such a way that they
harmonize with each other and with the whole composition.

Plato, Phaedrus 268c5-d5 !

"Eotv ovv toaywdia pipnois moaéews omovdaiag kat teAelag péyebog €xovong,
NOVOUEVW AdYw XWOIC EKAOTOL TV €OWV €V TOIS HOQEIOLS dQWVTWV Kal oL dt'
anayyeAlag, dU' éAéov Kal @OBov meQalvovoa TNV TWV TOLOVTWY TIPAY UATWY
ovotaow.
Tragedy, then, is an imitation of an action that is serious and complete, and of a certain
magnitude, that, through people acting and by means of sweetened (refined) speech,
separately for each of its kinds in its proper parts, and not through narration, com-
pletes with pity and fear the composition of events of this sort (i.e. events that evoke
pity and fear).
Aristotle, Poetics, 1449b24-28
in Petrusevski (1948) 14

One of the key arguments Mihail D. Petrusevski elaborated in favour of the
conjecture mpayudtwv cvotaoty in Aristotle's definition of tragedy,> was the fact
that this phrase occurs 6 times explicitly and is mentioned 18 times implicitly in the
Poetics, whereas kaOapoic is mentioned only once more other than in the definition
of tragedy.* This is not something unexpected because the ‘composition of events (or
acts)” according to Aristotle was one of the six key elements of tragedy and actually
it was its most important one, its purpose. In addition to this PetruSevski pointed
out the relation between Aristotle's definition of tragedy and Plato's own definition

!English translation by Harold North Fowler.

?Explaining in detail the essence of the problem of the catharsis in Aristotle's definition of tragedy is
beyond the scope of this article. For a detailed survey of the problem and the different opinions and solutions
offered see Christodoulou (2022) and Angelovski (2022) in this issue of Systasis.

3 Petrusevski (1948), 9-14; Petrusevski (1954a), 230-232; Petrusevski (1954b), 93.
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as it is found in his dialogue Phaedrus (268c5-d5), in which the word cvotaoic is
also used to determine the essence of tragedy, but as a composition, combination
of speeches (prjo¢ic), not of events (acts) (mpayuata).*

In his articles PetruSevski also discussed the meaning of the genitive plural
forms nipay uatwv and nabnuatwy in relation to the nouns ovotaoic and kaBapotc.
There is more than one possible interpretation of the genitive naOnuatwv with
regards to kaOapoic, as subjective genitive, objective genitive, genitive of separa-
tion,* which is odd bearing in mind the rule Aristotle himself postulated that proper
definition should be free from ambiguity of meaning and its language should be
clear (Arist.Top. VI 139b12-15).

For the purposes of the research presented in this article an analysis was made
of the overall use of the term ovota01¢ in Aristotle's works in comparison to its use
in Plato's works with regard to its frequency, the range of meanings and the typical
contexts, constructions and phrases in which it occurs. The aim is to provide linguistic
data that may serve as a background for reevaluation of the arguments offered by
PetruSevski on one hand and to deepen our understanding of the evolution of this
term in the Greek language on the other hand.

The word ovotaoic belongs to the category of nouns that are derived with
the suffix -ti-/-01- (< *-ti-) typically from verbal roots in the zero grade. These nouns
are old formations, which can be traced back to the Proto-Indo-European. In Greek
the earliest examples are found on the Mycenaean tablets already, however it is in
the Attic prose, and in particular in the works of the philosophers, that these nouns
became an important part of the scientific vocabulary. The suffix -7i-/-o1- denotes
a verbal action and also an agent or an instrument, but in the scholarly language it
became a productive tool for the formation of nomina actionis as opposed to nomina
rei actae, cf. mpa&ic 'doing’, ‘action’ vs payua ‘deed’, ‘act’, ‘'matter’, ‘affair’, “thing’
in relation to mpattw "pass over’, ‘experience’, ‘achieve’, ‘effect’.c Nevertheless, de-
pending on the semantics of the verbal root, a number of nouns in -7i¢/-01c are also
used to denote a result of an action.

In the case of cvotaoic the corresponding noun in -ua is cvoTnua "whole’,
‘compound’, ‘system’, ‘composition” and the corresponding verb is cvvioTnut "set
together’,"compose’, ‘organize’, ‘construct’, "form’, a prepositional compound with
ovv 'with' as a first member and the verb ioTnut ‘'make to stand’, “set up’, “place’,
‘stand’ as a second member. But, as regards its formation, it seems that the compound
noun ovotaotc follows the simplex otdotc 'placing’, “setting’, standing ’, "position’,
‘division’, with the suffix -oi- added directly to the zero grade of the verbal root
*oTa- (<*steH,-'stand’, "set’) in accordance with the inherited pattern (DELG II, 471).

4 Petrusevski (1954a), 233-234.
5 Petrusevski (1954b), 86-87.
¢ Chantraine (1933), 275-289; Buck — Petersen (1944), 574; Adrados (2005), 169; Schironi (2010), 340.
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There are ca 95 occurrences of the term cvotaoic in Aristotle's works and ca
30 in Plato's works.”

Almost half of the occurrences in Aristotle are found in his zoological studies,
Generation of animals, History of animals, Parts of animals and Movements of animals and
about a third in his physical treatises, Meteorologica, On the Heavens and Physics. The
rest of the occurrences are found outside of the context of natural philosophy, in
works such as Categories, Poetics, Politics. However, the most frequent use of ovotaoic
is limited to three works only: Generation of animals (26 occurrences), Meteorologica
(22 occurrences) and Poetics (14 occurrences, the conjecture of Petrusevski excluded).

As regards Plato, about two thirds of the occurrences are concentrated into just
one work, Timaeus, a dialogue about the formation of the universe and its order and
beauty. Majority of the rest of the occurrences are found in his dialogues that address
political and ethical questions, the Laws and the Republic. Just few occurrences are
found in Philebus, Phaedrus and Symposium.

The analysis reveals that both in Plato and in Aristotle's works cvoTaoic is at
the same time used to denote the act of combining, composing, arranging, setting up,
forming and the result of such an act, hence the meanings 'composition’, 'arrange-
ment', 'formation’ and also 'structure’, 'constitution’, '‘compound'. Accordingly, the
noun ovoTnua is attested only few times in their works.

The verb ovviotnut on the other hand is often used as an alternative to the noun
ovotaotc or as an additional explanation. Other synonymous verbs are sometimes
also used in the immediate context with the same function, cf.

Tav d¢ on tettdowv €v 6AoV Exaatov elAn@ev 1) T0D KOOV OVOTAOIG. €K
YQQ TMLEOG TAVTOC LAATAOC TE KAl A€QOG KAl VNG OUVEDTIOEY AVTOV O GUVIOTAG,
HEQOG 0VDEV 0VDEVOGS 0VDE dUVALY EEwDeV VTTIOALTIOY, ...

"The formation of the world occupied each of the four in its entirety; the maker
made it out of the totality of fire, water, air, and earth, leaving unused no part or
property of any of them.”

(P1. Ti. 32¢5-8)

To d' evaAAa€ ovvioTadvar kal dDxAveLY 0VdEV AAAOLOTEQOV TTOLELY ETTLV 1) TO
KATOOKEVALELY ALTOV A0V HEV AAAX petaBdAAovta TV Hoe@NnV, WoTteQ el Tig
€K TTAdOG AVOQX YIVOUEVOV Kal €€ AVvOQOGg Tada Ote e @OelpecOat 0te d' etvat
ototto- ONAov ya OtLKal €ic AAANAa Twv oTOLY ElWV CUVIOVTWY OVX 1] TVX0DOX TAELS
ylyvetal kai 600Ta01G, AAA' 1] a0, AAAWS TE KAl KAt TOLG TOVTOV TOV AOYOV
elonkotag, ot ¢ dabéoews éxatépag altiwvtat o évavtiov. ‘Qot' et T0 6Aov

"For the examination of the collections of Aristotle’s and Plato's works I used the TLG Digital Library, the
series Oxford Classical Texts and Loeb Classical Library, the indexes of Bonitz and Astius and LS], cf. Bonitz (1870),
s.v.; Astius (1908), s.v. and LS], s.v. For the purposes of the analysis the works which are considered spurious or
whose authenticity is disputed were not taken into consideration.

¥ English translation by Robin Waterfield.

160



On the Use of cvotaoic in Aristotle and Plato

OWUA OLVEXESC OV 0TE HeV 0UTwG 0T O' ekelvwg OlaTiOetan kol diakexoounTa,
1 8¢ 10V 6Aov 0VOTAOIG E0TL KOOOG KAL 0VEAVOS, OVK AV O KOOUOG Yiyvolto katl
@Oelporto, A" ai dixOéoelg avtov.

"Having it be alternately composed and dissolved is doing nothing other than
establishing it as eternal but changing its shape, just as if one thought that a man
coming to be from a boy or a boy from a man is at one time passing away and at
another is in being. For it is clear that, whenever the elements are coming together
with each other, it is not any random order and composition that comes to be, but
rather the same one, especially according to those who state this account, since they
assign to each of the two dispositions [of the elements] a contrary cause. So if the
whole body, being continuous, is at one time disposed and ordered in this way and
at another in that, and the composition of the whole is a cosmos, that is, a heaven,
then the cosmos would not come to be and pass away, but its dispositions would.”

(Arist. Cael. 280a11-23)

The term ovotaoic is often accompanied by a modifier that can be a noun in
genitive, an adjective or a prepositional phrase. The analysis shows that there are
remarkable differences between Plato and Aristotle in this regard.

Anoun in genitive modifies its meaning in a way that it denotes either the parts,
the elements to which the act of composing refers, or the whole, which is the result of
the act of composing and to which the composition refers. The use of another noun
in genitive as a modifier with ovo7aoic is more frequent in Plato's corpus than in
Aristotle's. About half of the occurrences of cvotaoic in Plato occur with a noun in
genitive and only about one third in Aristotle. As to the range of the nouns used as
modifiers, only few nouns are used in genitive as modifiers with cvotacic both by
Plato and Aristotle, cf. cwua, Cwov, moAic. The choice of these nouns is obviously
closely related to the topic of the particular work, but, to a great extent, it is also a
matter of argumentation and understanding of the particular subject. So, in Plato's
Timaeus in the context of the explanation of the formation of the world, the term
ovotaoic refers to the world, soul, necessity, reason, bodies such as fire, human body, earth,
water, air, elements, particles that enter, living creatures, the neighboring organ, diseases,
cf. Tov xoopov (PL. Ti. 32¢5-6), tn¢c Yvxnc (Pl Ti. 36d8-9), dvayxnc te kai vov (PL
Ti. 48al-2), tovtwv (cwuata i.e mop, y1, Vowp, anp) (PL. Ti. 54a4-5), Tov cwuatoc
(PL Ti. 89a6), éxatépov twv ototyeiwv (PL Ti. 57¢9), twv eloovtwy (PL Ti. 66c1-2),
100 yeltovoc avtw (Pl Ti. 72¢1-2), Tov navtoc Coov (Pl Ti. 81b5-6), voowv, twv
Caowv (PL. Ti. 89b5). In Phaedrus in the context of the discussion on the art of rhetoric
ovotaotc refers to the speeches, cf. TovTwy (proeic napunketc, nave oukpac) (PL
Phdr. 268d4). In the other dialogues, cvotaoic refers to the state, harmony, rhythm, the
seasons of the year, arguments, cf. moAewv (Pl. Lg. 782a5), cf. dpuoviac te xai pvOuov

*English translation by C. D. C. Reeve.
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(PL Smp. 187¢6), twv apuoviwv (Pl Lg. 812c1-2), twv wpwv tov éviavtov (Pl. Smp.
188a1), Aoywv (PL. R. 457€2).

In Aristotle's works on zoology, as expected ovotaoic refers to terms such as
testicles, menses, body, embryos, living creatures, cartilage, liver, cf. Twv dpyewv (Arist.
GA 717a14-15), kataunviov (Arist. GA 727b 32; 729a22), tov cwuatoc (Arist. GA
728b16; 751b3-4), xvnuatwv (Arist. GA 750b10), tov Cwov (Arist. GA 766a24-25),
Cowv (Arist. GA 777b11, HA 552b15-16; PA 670a19), To0 ovpavov (Arist. MA 700a5),
T0V Yovopov (Arist. PA 655a37), Tov fimatoc (Arist. PA 677a19).

In Aristotle's works on natural phenomena, ovotaoic refers to the whole, the
living creatures, mountains, clouds, air, cf. To0 6Aov (Arist. Cael. 280a21), twv Cowv
(Arist. Cael. 288b16-17), twv dpwv (Arist. Metr. 352b10), Tov vépovc (Arist. Metr.
377b5), twv vepav (Arist. Metr. 369a16), Tov dépoc (Arist. Metr. 373a28-29).

In Poetics in accordance with the subject of study, cvotaoic specifically refers
to the events (the acts) and the story, cf. Twv mpayudatwv (Arist. Po. 1450a15; 1450a32-
33; 1450b22; 1453b2-3; 1454a13-14; 1454a33-34), Tov uvOov (Arist. Po. 1452a18-19),
whereas in Politics it refers to the state, cf. Tr¢ oAewc (Arist. Pol. 1295b28; 1332a30).

A closer analysis of the semantics of the phrases with a noun in genitive
shows that depending on the meaning of the noun modifier, the general meaning
‘composition, as an act of composing' of the term cvotaoic has evolved into other
specific meanings, such as 'condensation' (of clouds) in Meteorologica, cf. Arist. Metr.
369al6; rising' (of states, as opposed to 'falling', pOopa)* in Laws, cf. (Pl. Lg. 782a5)
or 'restoring’ (of body), cf. Pl. Ti. 89a5-6.

Various adjectives (or ordinal numbers or pronominal adjectives) are used
to describe the different properties of cvotactc. They modify the noun addressing
different aspects and are indicative of the manner in which composition was
conceptualised. Adjectives are more frequently used as modifiers by Aristotle than
Plato. About one fifth of the occurrences of cvotacic found in Plato's corpus and
about a quarter of the occurrences found in Aristotle's corpus are accompanied
by an adjective modifier. About one sixth of the occurrences in Aristotle's corpus
are accompanied by a pronominal adjective, whereas in Plato's corpus only few
such examples are found. The range of the adjectives used by Aristotle and Plato
is completely different and the choice is most commonly related to the subject of
study treated in a particular work and to the manner in which composition was
conceptualised.

Plato uses few descriptive adjectives to modify the term ocvotacic as regards
the properties such as: age, cf. véa ... cvoTaoic tov mavtoc Cwov (Pl Ti. 81b5-6),
similarity (conformability), cf. 1) Twv eiociovtwv ovotacic ... oikeia (Pl Ti. 66¢1-2),
fullness, cf. 1) T@v Wwpwv 0V éviavTov cvOTAOIC PEGTN 0TIV AUPOTEPWY TOVTWY

1"'Rising' as 'setting up', 'formation’, synonymous with yéveaic, cf. also mepi yevéoewc xai pBopac (Pl.
Phd. 95€9).
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(P1. Smp. 188al-2), completeness, cf. maoa 1 t1¢ Pvxnc ovotaoic (Pl Ti. 36d8-9),
quantity, cf. Ty ovotaow nacav dimAnv (PL. Ti. 36b7). He also uses adjectives that
denote distribution, cf. naca yap ovotaoic voowv (PL. Ti. 89b4-5).

Aristotle on the other hand uses much wider range of descriptive adjectives,
and especially adjectives that denote the matter the composition is made of or which
it resembles and adjectives that denote various properties of matter. The first group of
adjectives are typically compound adjectives with -£167¢ as a second member such as
‘earth-like (earthy), cf. éx Tivoc ovotaoewc yeoeibovg kai Uypac (Arist. GA 731b13),
yewdeotépay ... Ty ovotaoty (Arist. PA 655b14-15), like leaven', cf. paAaxnv motet
kal Copa@dn v tov Yovdpov ovotacty (Arist. PA 655a36-37), 'fleshy (flesh-like)',
'looking like blood', cf. dvti caprkwbdovg xai aipatwdovg cvotdoewc (Arist. PA
677b28-29), 'tiery (like fire)', cf. rvp@dn 11v cvoTacLv (Arist. Metr. 344b18-19). The
second group of adjectives modify the term cvotacic with respect to properties
such as humidity, cf. éx Tivoc ovotdoewc yeoetdbovg kat vVypag (Arist. GA 731b13),
Twoc dAAnNC Oypag ovotdoewc (Arist. PA 654b30), cf. Enpag ovotaoeic (Arist.
HA 519b19), hardness, cf. padaxnv notet xat Copwdn v tov Yovopov cvoTaocty
(Arist. PA 655a36-37), mukvotépag t1c ovotdoews Twv vepwv (Arist. Metr. 369a16),
TUKVOTEPQY Kal vy poTépay ... Ty ovoTaoty (Arist. Metr. 369a18-19), temperature,
nokvoTépay kal Poxpotépayv ... Ty ovotaoty (Arist. Metr. 369a18-19), uniformity,
avapaldog 1 tov vépovc 1] ovotaoctc (Arist. Metr. 377b4-6), cvotacic opoeldrg
(Arist. GA 762b19), speed, 1 ovotaoic ...taxeia (Arist. Metr. 342b14), completness
0An 1 ovotaoic Tov Cwov (Arist. GA 766a24-25), 11¢ 0AnG ovotdoewc (Arist. Pol.
1328a23), size, cf. pikpdg ... TG oVOTACELS ... 0UTIW Yoviuove (Arist. Metr. 373a30-
31), tac peydAag ovotacelc ... Cowv (Arist. GA 777b11), longitude, cf. éAdtTovg
aiovotdoeic (Arist. Po. 1459b20-21), paxpav ovotaoty (Arist. Po. 1460a3), quantity
ntAeiovg yiyveoOat ovotaoeic (Arist. GA772a21-22), imAnv te tnv ovotacty (Arist.
Po. 1453a31-32), longevity, cf. épnuepog ... 1) cvotaocic (Arist. Metr. 347b21)

In addition to the aforementioned descriptive adjectives, Aristotle uses adjec-
tives that modify the composition as natural, cf. katd puoiknv cvotaow (Arist. Cat.
9b17-18), spontaneous, cf. dmo cvoTdoews avTopatov (Arist. GA 761b26), healthy,
cf. 1} Tov 1jnatoc ovotaoic vyewvn (Arist. PA 677a19), productive (fertile), uixpac
... TAC OVOTAOELC ... 0UTIw Yovipovg (Arist. Metr. 373a30-31).

As to the ordinal numbers, they are used by both Plato and Aristotle either to
denote the position and order of a particular composition in relation to other com-
positions or kinds of composition or to denote the classification of the composition
in terms of time and hierarchy, cf. ovonc ocvotdoewc piac néuntne (PL Ti. 55c4-5),
devtépav 6n ovotacewv (Pl Ti. 82b8), év 11 mpwtn ovotdoet (Arist. GA 744b28,
745b4), kata v pwTny ovotacty (Arist. GA 746b35; Arist. PA 665b9), 6evtépa 6&
ovotaots (Arist. PA 646a20).

1 On the first and second formation in Aristotle see Leunissen 2018, 72.
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The semantic analysis of phrases with an adjective as modifier shows that from
the meanings 'composition, as a result of the act of composing', 'compound' of the
term ovoTaoic, the specific meanings 'substance’, 'matter’, 'material' have developed.
Aristotle's extensive use of adjectives that denote matter or properties of matter is
in close relation to this semantic shift. The use of these adjectives on the other hand
can be also related to other specific meanings, such as 'condensation’, cf. Arist. Metr.
369al6.

Finally both Plato and Aristotle use prepositional phrases to modify the mean-
ing of the term ovotaoic. Although the number of occurrences is small, they are still
indicative of the manner in which Plato and Aristotle use them. Two phrases used
by Plato with the preposition mepi 'about’, cf. 1) mept v kepaAny cvotaoic (PL. Ti.
75b3), tnc mepl ta voonuata cvotaoewc (Pl Ti. 89c4-5) have the same function as
a noun modifier in genitive, to denote the whole, whose composition is discussed.
Whereas the three prepositional phrases used by Aristotle naturally, at the start, in
the lower part modify the noun with regards to time, place and the property of being
natural, cf. mpoc v €€ dpxnc ovotaowy (Arist. GA 757a27), 1 € dpxnc ovotaoel
(Arist. GA 762a7), év 11 &€ apxnc ovotdoet (Arist. HA 590a2), év taic €€ apxne ...
ovotaoeot (Arist. Ph. 199b5), éx Tn¢ év tw katw popiw cvotacews (Arist. GA 763al4)
and év 11 kata uow cvotaoet (Arist. Cat. 9b22).

The use of different modifiers testifies to the various aspects of the semantics of
the term ovotaotc, both inherited and newly developed for the needs of the scientific
language. Obviously to understand the complex as the opposite to the simple was
important to both Plato and Aristotle. An additional evidence of how the composition
(as an act or a result of an act) was conceptualized in their works is provided by the
use of particular verbs with ovo7taoic as an object or subject.

Composition is matter. As a compound substance it can be collected, dissolved,
and depending on its properties, it can be object or subject of various actions, cf.

avaykn 0¢ kat tolg dAAowg aBpoiCecOai Tiva o0OTAOIY €IC TOV VOTEQIKOV
TOTOV.
"But in the others too it is necessary for some composite to be collected in the
uterine place.”?
(Arist. GA 738b6-7)

TIQOOTKE YOO HAAAOV 60w TTOQOWTEQOV O TOTOG TG YT)S Kl PuxX00TEQOG, DL
10 uN0' oUtw mMANOloV elval TV A0TEWV OEQUWV OVTWV HNTE TWV ATIO TNG V1S
AVAKAWPEVOV AKTIVOY, al kKwADovoL TANolov ¢ YNG ovvioTacOat, diakpivovoat
11 OepuoTnTL TAG CVOTACEL ...

12 English translation by C. D. C. Reeve.
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"The farther the region from the earth and the lower its temperature the more
readily should clouds form there: and its temperature should be low because it is not
so very near to the heat of the stars nor to the rays reflected from the earth, which by
their heat break up cloud-formations and so prevent clouds gathering near the earth ...

(Arist. Metr. 340a26-30)

Composition is like full container, that has form and content, that can be
searched and parts of its content can be distinguished, discerned, cf.

Tiwtegov d¢ T0 MEPLEXOV KAL TO TEPXG 1) TO TLEPAIVOUEVOV- TO L€V Yap DAY,
70 0’ 0V0ia TNG CVOTACEWG ETTLV.

"And what encompasses, that is, the limit, is more estimable than what is
limited. For the second is matter, but the first is the substance of the composition.” **

(Arist. Cael. 293b13-15)

KL &V €V Y€ aDTI) TI) OVOTACEL APUOVIAC TE Kal POUOD OVOEV XAAETIOV Ty
EPWTIKA Ol YIYV@OKELY, OVDE O DITTAOVG £0we EvTavOa mw E0Tiv:
"And in the simple constitution of harmony and rhythm it is not at all hard to
diagnose the erotics, for the double eros is not yet present there.”s
(PL. Smp. 187c5-8)

Composition is construction process that has a beginning and completion.
The result of this process therefore is or is like a building, a construction that has
structure, structural elements, order, cf.

Nutv d', elmetv oLy Oew, €€eott, kaBamep 1) AlBoAdyoig 1) kal Tvoc ETépac
APXOUEVOLC OVOTEOEWG, TTXQAXPOQT|ITACOAL XVONV €€ WV EkAeEOUEDa T TEOO PO
) peAdovon yevioeoOat ovoTdoel, Kol dn kat kKato oXoANV ékAéEacOat.

"But for us (if Heaven will) it is quite possible to do as bricklayers do, or men
starting on any other kind of construction,—that is, to collect material piecemeal, from
which we may select what is suitable for the edifice we intend to build, and, what is
more, select it at our leisure.”®

(PL. Lg. 858b2-6)

B English translation by H. D. P. Lee.

1 English translation by C. D. C. Reeve.
' English translation by Seth Benardete.
1 English translation by R. G. Bury.
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0OV YQQ QAdLOV €V OAlyw XeOvw Aaufavery v tedeiworv tac ueyadac
OVOTAOELG 0UTE COowV 0UTE TV AAAWY g elmelv ovBevoc.

“For it is not easy for large compositions to reach their completion in a short
time, whether they are animals or (one might almost say) anything else whatsoever.””

(Arist. GA 777b10-12)

Eic 8¢ Tov dvw tdémov Kal ToUG HaoToug OLVAAEYeTaLdx TV €€ apxne Ta v
T1]G OVOTACEWG.
"It is in the upper part and the breasts that milk collects because of the order
of composition from the starting-point.”s
(Arist. GA 776b3-5)

Living beings are compositions, therefore any composition is like a living being
that comes to be, perishes, gives birth, grows, changes,® cf.

"0Q0¢ mwg. xaAemov pev kivnOnvat moAw obtw cvotacav: AN Emel yevouéve
navti @Oopd éotv, 000’ 1] TOlADTN GVOTAOIG TOV ATAVTA HEVEL X pOovoV, dAAA
AvOnoetal.

“Something like this: "It is difficult for a city constituted in this way to change.
However, since everything that comes-to-be must decay, not even one so constituted
will last forever. On the contrary, it, too, must face dissolution.”

(PL R. 546a1-3)

WG HEV YAQ PUTOV OVK €XeL TO ONAL KAl TO AQEV KAl OV Yevva €lg €TeQov,
WG ¢ Cwov oV @épeL €€ aUTOL KAQTOV WOTEQ T PUTA, AAAX ovvioTaTal Kol
yevvatal éK TIVOGC OUOTHOEWG YE0ELO0VS Kal VY pac.

"For as plant they do not have the female and the male, and do not generate in
another, while as animals they do not bear fruit out of themselves as plants do, but
are composed and come to be from a certain earthy and wet material.">

(Arist. GA 731b10-13)
Kat toutd ye opolwg €xeL Tolg €k TV @V, ATV EKelva eV KatavaAiokel
TV, €v 0¢ TOIG OKWATKOTOKOVUEVOLS Otay avéndn €k 16 v Tw KATw Hopiw
OVOTAOEWG TO AV HOQLOV, 0UTWG €K TG DTToAOLTIoL daxpBovtal TO KdTwOev.
"And this proceeds in a similar way in those that come from eggs, except that
these use up all of it, whereas in the larvae-producers, when the upper part has
grown from what is composed in the lower part, the lower part gets articulated from
what is left over."

"7 English translation by C. D. C. Reeve.

18 Tbid.

On “organic” composition in Plato and Aristotle, see Sicking (1963) and De Vries (1969) 211.
2 English translation by C. D. C. Reeve.

*! English translation by C. D. C. Reeve.

2 Ibid.
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(Arist. GA 763a12-16)

The analysis of the use of the term ovotaoc in the works of Plato and Aristotle
testifies to the important role of the notion of composition as an act of composing
or a process of formation and as a result of such an act or outcome of such process.
Although probably older, this compound became significant term only in Plato’s and
Aristotle's corpora. The frequent use of the word in Plato's Timaeus and Aristotle's
Generation of Animals, Meteorologica and Poetics is in relation to the subject of study
of these particular works: the formation of the world as a composition of elements,
the formation of living beings as complex organisms, the formation of different
natural phenomena, such as compositions of clouds, the formation of tragic story,
as a composition of events.

The semantics of the term ovotaoic is closely related to compound verb
ovviotnut, hence the regular use of the verb in alternation to the action noun. The
almost complete absence of the word cvotnua from the works of Plato and Aris-
totle on the other hand indicates that unlike other nomina actionis in -ttc/-o1g, the
noun cvotaolc was used to express verbal action, and at the same time the result
of such an action.

Aside from the general meanings 'composition’, 'arrangement’, 'formation’,
'structure’, 'constitution’, '‘compound’ more specific meanings of the term cvotaoic
were developed in the course of time. Some of these meanings, such as 'standing
close in combat' were developed early and are attested in other authors, outside of
the context of philosophy, cf. év 11 ovotaot payouevov (Hdt. 6.117). It is important
to observe that this meaning is also attested in Plato's Laws, cf.

"E0TL YOUV MAVTWV MOAEUIKOTATOV 1) COUATOG 0EVTNG TAVTWG, 1) HEV
ATO TV TOdWV, 1] O€ KAL ATIO TWV XEWRWV: QUYELV HEV Kal EAELV 1) TV MOdWV, N
0' &v talc ovuTAOKALC PaXN Kl 0VOTAOIG LOXVOGS Kl QWUNG OEOpEVT).

"Most important of all things for war is, no doubt, general activity of the body,
of hands as well as feet—activity of foot for flight and pursuit, and of hand for the
stand-up fighting at close quarters which calls for sturdiness and strength.”

(PL. Lg. 832e7-833a2)

Other specific meanings such as 'substance’, 'matter’, 'material’, 'condensation’,
'rising’, 'restoring’ were either developed for the first time by Plato or Aristotle or
became common for the first time in their scientific and philosophical studies. The
input of Aristotle in this regard seems far more detailed.

Differences in the use of nouns, pronouns and adjectives as modifiers of the
term ovoTaoic are in close relation to the differences in Plato's and Aristotle's style
on one hand, and to the important semantic shifts that occurred on the other hand.
As is the case with many other scientific terms, Aristotle added new semantic values
to this compound and upgraded significantly its use in comparison to Plato.

¥ English translation by R. G. Bury.
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However, the continuity in the conceptualization of the composition, as it is
evident in the works of Plato and Aristotle and which goes back to the earlier philo-
sophical schools is remarkable. The metaphors: living being is a composite structure
and work of art (tragedy or other) is a living being are of greatest importance for
both Plato and Aristotle and they play central role in their writings on poetry.

In the context of the general use of the term ocvotaoic in Aristotle's writings,
the argumentation of the conjecture npayudtwv ovotaot stands firm. It is a com-
mon nominal phrase in the Poetics, it is built upon the existing practice of creating
nominal phrases with cvotaoic and a noun modifier in genitive plural, a modifier
that denotes the parts, the elements to which the act of composing refers. Its use in
the definition of tragedy reflects the continuity in the understanding of the work of
art as a composite structure, just as any other living being.
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